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ORIGINAL COMMUNCAT.ON. 
FOR THE GOSPEL ADVOCATE. 
Mr. Eprror, 
You and your readers will agree with me, 
I apprehend, that there is nothing more com- 
mendable in the Christian profession, than,to 
‘‘ be ready always, to give an answer to every 
one, who asks fof the reasén of the hope we 
have, with meer d Beverence,” and to 
state clearly an@ iexphicitly* our Christian.be- 
lief. But it ts’d truth, much to be deplored, 
that professors of almost every denomination 
are deficient in this very important qualifica- 
tion, which may be attributed to different caus- 
es. I. With many, overheated zeal, or repre- 
hensible enthusiasm being considered the sum- 
mit of Christian perfection, they attach them- 
selves:to a party without knowing or ever in- 
quiring to know, the sentime?ts of their sect.— 





2. Many unite with popular churches, appa- | 


rently to satisfy the demands of selfishness, 


‘* having men’s persons in admiration because 


of advuntage,’’ who neither know nor care to 
know the faith of their party. -And | may add, 
3, what is equally certain, that many creeds 
are involved in such intricacy, and others not 
fairly stated in any form, thatit is next to im- 
possible for those who desire a knowledge of 
what they profess, to obtain it. 

Until quite lately, it would have been deem- 
ed the rankest of hetrodoxy in the Calvinistick 
churches, to have allowed that Jesus, ** by the 
grace of God tasted death for every man.” — 
Yet this sentiment is now pretty generally 
taught by those whose creeds are strictly oth- 
erwise. If their tenets be changed from what 
they were, it would be an expression of Chris- 
tian candour'to alter their creed accordingly. 
For it must be perceived by all, that, members 
uniting with those churches, either give their 
assent to the creed as it stands, are deceived 
by hearing only the less offensive parts, or an 
unauthourized accommodation is made to their 
particular views: The latter is sometimes 
practised—TI have known an instance. ‘Those 
whose faith harmonizes with. the decree of 
«+ eternal reprobation,” must naturally be con- 
founded to hear their clergy preach, that.‘* Sal- 
vation is freely offered to all.” But this, per- 
haps, in a majority of instances, is done. Oth- 
ers, more mild in their sentiments, though 
members of the same church, feel an equal 
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astonishment, mingled with grief, to hear the 

horrid doctrine named. And a muttal wish to 

maintain a kind of infallibility, and save a 

| cause doomed to perpetual fluctuations and 

| final ruin, renders them unable “to give an 

answer” to any one * who asks a REASON” for. 
their Bape or belief.” 

Among the Armenian churches we find'the.. 
same disagreement. At one. time we hear 
them say that salvation is purely-of gr nd 
at another, that it is panty not wholl¥) of 
| works! Once it was their belief * that God, 
| from all eternity, DETERMINED {o bestow 
| salvation on those whom he FORESA Wi would 
| persevere unto .the d,” We. uék’s 
| Theo. Dict. arfy-Arminiaiis. B Lis if- 
| fers nothing from Calvinism, we hear but little 
| of it preached in the present day. At one 
| time we are told that we are frge agents, anid, 

that God has left us at perfect liberty, to do, or 
not to do; and at another, we hear of the most 
| imperative commands and restrictions 

laid upon us, accompanied with the most aw- 
ful threatnings to the disobedient ! ! 

Dr. A. Clarke, on Acts, fii. 20) aster aesersp= 
ing the nature of the ‘‘ restitution” there 
ken of, says, “ and when such work becomes 
universal, as the scriptures seem to intimate 
that it will, then will all-things be restoredtin 
the FULLEST SENSE of the term.” Buthe 
contradicts this in more than fifty places. In- 
deed he contradicts it in his remarks upon the 
next verse!! After a careful examination of 
the several theories of the day, 1 am convinced 
that contradiction and obscurity are oftener 
to be met with than consistency. Can this 
arise from a defect in the gospel system? We 
should all be unwilling to say so. It is to be 
hoped, that Christians will give the subject a 
serious consideration whether they are not, 
perhaps unintentionally, strengthening the 
arm of infidelity and unnerving the cause of 
Jesus ! 

But the object I chiefly had in view in wri- 
ting this article, I have not yet noticed. I de- 
sire not to appear captious, but Iam willi 
to be thought solicitous to know the reason an 
fitness of things ; and these are what we should 
all be willing to give and receive. We have 
now en an order of professors deno- 
minating themselves Christians, whose senti- 
ments I have carefully inquired to know, by 
all the means I could command ; and, although 
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from time to time I have thought myself in 
ion ofthem, ignis-fatuus-like, they elude 
detection and mock investigation. 


swith a preacher of the above order, I learned, 
if I understood him correctly, that every prin- 
ciple in man is mortal before regeneration, but 





when converted, the principle of immortality 
enters into him, which is to survive the disso- 
Jation of the body, and distinguish, or rather | 
constitute, his indentity, in the world of spirits! 
From which they doubtless infer, from their 
views of the resurrection, that all who are not 
in this life, regenerated, will lie in total uncon- 
scionsness til] some unknown peried to come, 
when the wicked will be raised in their * own 
*likeness,” (therefore, never possess immortality, 
because they are never to be regenerated, for 


tighteous, “in the likeness of him who crea 
ted’%them. ‘Thigsame man told me in the | 
same conversationg that, though some of their | 
preachers had believed in the annihilation of | 
the wicked, now,. there was quite a uniformity | 

of sentiment among them—that they believed 
isery, and the chief, if not the only 

tween them and the Methodists, 


But will the | 


differeit@e, 


was, in regard to the trinity! ! 


Methodists bear with this compliment ! There | 
is too much good sense among some of them | 
to contend for endless punishment where there | 


it no principle adequate to its duration. Let 
it be kept in mind, that the wicked are never 
toexperience regeneration,without which, they 


must forever émain martal.—henee, that 
which 1s delinéd subjection to death, is to exist | 
to.eternity ! ! 


But as suffering, in any case 
whatever, i liés, and is inevitably atcended 
Wath waste, decay or diminution, it is impossi- 
ble, that any thing should suffer eternally, but 
must come to anend ! 

A short time after the above conversation, 
I heard one of the same order preach at the 
funeral of a child, from 2d Sam. xii. 22, 23. 
He said many good things I confess; and 
what I would here notice is not at all repug- 
nant to my belief, but with that which is said 
tobe hisown. He encouraged the parents to 
believe, that the spirit of their little son was 
in blissful consciousness employed in the praise 
ofits Maker. This wasall well. But can it 
be said, with any semblance of propriety, that 








little children are regenerated, or have any 
faith in the gospel. of our salvation’ If not, | 
according to the above theory, they can have | 
no conscious existence hereafier, (because | 
destitute of a surviving principle,) till the re- 
surrection of their bodies!! ‘fhis sentiment 
must: be heart-rending to parents; but the | 
worst is not told. isthere any more proof, that | 
little children, at some future day, will be pos- 
sessed of immortality, than that the wicked 
‘will? There certainly is not! On this hypo- 


thesis, then, there is no evidence for _parents.te 
believe that their children, dying in infancy, 
will ever experience a resurrection, except it 
be to a state of wretchedness!!! But here is 
a baln, (G>“ Their angels do always behold 
the face of their Father who is in heaven !”— 
Matt. xviii. 10. 

Though it may, in truth, be said, that the 
sentiments ofno denomination professing the 
Christian name, are perfect in every particular, 
yet I think we should be entirely willing to let 
them be known, in order, that every mistake, 
if possible, may be corrected with becoming 
meekness and forbearance. It is desired, 
therefore, that all Christians who may read 
these remarks, would be so candid as to let 
their sentiments be fairly made known, that 
the publick may be undeceived, and Christiani- 
ty be unburthened ofa load under which, 
with few exceptions, it has groaned for centu- 
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The following discourse was hastily prepared, and 
delivered by the Editor to the Seciety at.Buffalo, 
on the first Sabbath of Aug. inst. on his taking leave 
of his brethren at that place. It is published hy 
the request ofmany who heard it,and net because 
its merits étititle # to the approbation with which 
it was received, or the generous partiality which 
induced the request. Should its appearance in the 
Advecate serve in any measure to keep alive those 
friendly ematians sich hava heretofore existed, it 
will amply repay the authour for the sacrifice he 
makes in submitting it to the publick. 


A SERMON. 
2. Cor. xiii. Li. “ Finally, brethren, farewell,” 

The time has at length arrived when in the course 
of providence [am called upon to bid adieu to you, 
my brethren and friends, and for a season, at least, to 
relinquish the enjoyments of your society, The task, 
I confess, is painful indeed; and what renders it pecu-" 
liarly so, is the consideration, that the tribute of your 
regret at the separation but augments my unhappi- 
ness. 

Of what avail are all our resolutions to be indiffer- 
ent to the endearments of society? Where is the pto- 
priety of endeavouring to stifle the emotions of friend- 
ship ? Without these ennobling principles of otr nature, 
creation would bea blank, and existence a burthen. 
Yet, when providetice decrees, we must sibmit; and 
he, who yields with composure, obtains almost a vitto- 
ry over himself, 

About four years and six months have elapsed, sirice 
I first came tothis place. At that time, there appear- 
ed but little in the moral condition of the people, to 
afford encouragement to an inexperienced and unprac- 
tised preacher of a reasonable, but (in the estimation 
of many) an heretical doctrine. At the first sound of 
salvation from the walls of Zion, Bigotry frowned, 
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Intolerance groaned, and Superstition was afraid.— 
The hue und cry was raised, and our peace-giving 
doctrine was denonhced, as an erroneous, un absurd, a 
licehtidas, 2 damnable delusion. The edict went forth, 
and hundreds, in consequence of their. fears, have ne- 
ver, from that dsy to this, entered within our walls or 
dared to investigate oursentiments.. Alas! they have 
often desired to know something about it—they have 
sometimes expressed such desires; but they could 
not, with safety to their etcrnal interests, examine the 


matter, and so they have conscienciously abstained | 


from their inquiries and let us alone. 

But, the dreud produced by those denunciations, 
was not, of itself, sufficient to prevent all from inresti- 
gating the subject. Other means were, therefore, re- 
sorted to, by our opponents, with similar success. The 
horrours of another world were put in requisition, and 
it was surprising to witness the effect. Many con- 
cluded that our doctrive might, but it mighi not be 
true, and therefore it would be best, all things consid- 
ered, to be on the safe side of the question by believ- 
ing in eternal torments, so that peradventure, God 
would like them the better for it. 

But all this did not answer the purpose of our cleri- 
cal opponents. The cry of-unpopularity was raised 
against us, and like Amasa of old, our cause was smit- 
ten that it died ! 

Lleave it for the curious to determine what pro- 
portion of our opponents have taken pains to become 
acquainted with the grounds on which we predicate 
our arguments in support of the sentiment we profess; 
nevertheless, I venture to say, could the truth be 
known, Dut one in ten amonget the mast violent of our 
enemies, can explain the distinguishing tenets of our 
order. So true it is, that mankind are sometimes in- 
duced to believe what they cannot comprehend, and 
oppose that which they will not investigate. 

amidst the persecutions of our opponents, we 
have steadily increased in strength. From the com- 
neler, there have been a few faithful and devo- 
ted fri to the doctrine of impartial grace; and 
numbers have been added from time to time, until now, 
considering the infancy of our little Zion, we are nu- 
merically, Y mentally, entitled to “ a name to live.” 

The effect which the promulgation of our sentiments 


has had upon this community, is not by any means 


jety at large has 


confined to o' 0 
'y comparing what 


& 


the influence of our, labours. 


Such are, with few exceptions, ornaments to the 
Christian profession, and are therefore entitled, to our 
respect. They would embrace our opinions, and 
cherish gn affectionate regard for our persons, if they 
could consistently with the-light received and the view 
they have taken ofthe important subject ; but as i is, 
ey cannot 

Therewre ethers in the ranks of our opponents, who 
probably oppose and discountenance our canse, not 
because they have found in the doctrine any thing ob- 
noxiousto their displeasure, but because they have 
been told that itembraces those principles which are 
honestly opposed by others: Sueh condemn .us‘be- 
cause others do, and reject our sentiments ‘because 
others have done the same. Those persous are more 
to be pitied for their imbecility than dispised for any * 
malignity of heart. If others, to whom they look for 








soon become attached to our cause; 

Cihers who have kept aloof from us have been in- 
fluenced by various motives. Some through fear of 
becoming unpepular; some through a disposition to 
regard religion of any kind with indifference; and oth- 
ers from motives ef open hostility to the equalizing 
principles ofthe gospel. Charity, however, inclines 
us to believe, that most of our enemies haveacted up 
to the dictates of their consciences, and have opposed 
the doctrine of unlimited benevolence from motives of 
kindness, and outofa Christian regard -for the best in- 
terests of their fellow boings. 

With such views of the subject, I cannot refrain 
from expressing on this oecasion the friendship. | feel 
for those with whom I have herome acquainted in 
this place. 

There is nothing, either in the religion we profess, 
nor inthe heart of your speaker, to prevent me, on 
this occasion, from tendering forgiveness to the bitter- 
est of ourenemies. If we have been reviled, we will 
not revile again; if we have been persecuted, we will 
leave a parting blessingfor our persecutors ; if we have 
been despitefully used, we will pray for our enemies. 

In closing my ministerial duties among you, I do 








most solemnly assure you, that I cherish no hostile feel- 
ings towards any person on earth. However much I 
may deplore the moral condition of society—however 
| sincerely I may regret the inattention manifested by 
| some, to the momentous concerns of religion—however 
seriously I may have suffered in my feelings, in conse- 


with what is, we are enabled..to form an opinion of | quence of the persecutions [ have experi 45 yets 


the astonishing change which has taken place. Four 
years ago, our sentiments and characters were reviled 
from the desks of our opponents, in an open und fear- 
less manner ; but now, the opposition is carried on in 
a cautious, silent, and prudent way; which, while it 
defies detection, and escapes exposure, promises better 
things than have ever resulted from open hostility. 
Among those who have been prevented from partak- 
ing of the benefits of our doctrine, are many who con- 
scienciously reject it from the full conviction that it is 
incorrect: [doubt not there are many—very many 
who suppose it anti-scriptural and ynreasogable.— 


| God witness when I say it, enmity towards a fellow 

creature dwells not in my heart. 

| hope to beexonerated from the charge of egotism 
in adverting to some circumstances which more pare 
ticularly relate to myself. A sense of duty requiresit 

| at my hands. , 

Few men are capable of judging of the motives 
| which have actuated your speaker through life: Not 
| because those motives have been inscrutable or past 
' finding out, but because I have failed in making them 
| known. fteckon it among the prominent faults of my 

nature, that I am too regardless of what tbe world may 





examples, were disposed to be our friends, such would ” : 


_ ie Care 


Ae 
Sure 
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think of my conduct, and too independent in my feel- 
ings, to. stoop for victory. But, standing as_i now do, 
upon the brink of perhaps an eternal separation, I ask 
itas the last testimony of your respect, to have you 
abstain from judging of my motives, until you shall 
behold the evils averted against which I have repeat- 
edly cautioned-you, and witness, either the emancipa- 
tion of human intellect from the thraldom of super- 
stition, or behold your fellow creatures in abject men- 
tal bondage. Then, when the green sods of the valley 
shall repose over my ashes ; when oblivion shall have 
obliterated a recollection of the foibles and imperfec- 
tions of our nature ; then, if perchance an honest deed, 
arising from the dictates of an honest heart, can be re- 
membered by a friend, let it be rudely delineated upon 


*the stone that marks the spot—ZJ ask no more. 


Having thus briefly hinted at the circumstances 
which, have attended us during the time we have 
tmown each. other, shall beg leave now to notice some 
things which are thought to concern your future wel- 
fare here on earth, and your peace at the trying hour 
of death. 

The evils to which you are exposed, are neither few 
norsmall. I feel it to be aduty, therefore, with much 
+ plainness ofspeech” to point them out, and with be- 
ceming deference to the feelings of those concerned, to 
hint at the means of avoiding the consequences. In 


’ doing this, 1 shall be led to recommend some things for 


your serious consideration which pertain to your pros- 
perity. 

Permit me, then, to observe, that one evil which 
may result from your condition, and which is to be 
Jed against. is that indifference. which 
too exten Wely prevails in. religious societies in this 
place. No tongue can describe the apprehensions feit, 
I trust, by many of'your friends, on this account. It 
was the complaint of the angel of one of the ancient 
churches, that they were neither “ cold nor hot.” And 
astate of lukewarmness in any body of professing 
Christians, is more to be dreaded than almost any other 
evil. Itleaves asociety exposed to all the seductions 
of vice, and brings into disrepute the cause they es- 
pouse. P 

I have sometimes thought, that our success has been 
greatly impeded by a want of engagedness among our 
brethren; and although I have attributed such indif- 
ference to the want of ability on the part of your 
speaker, it has nevertheless occurred to my mind, that 
a more punctnal attendance on the publick and private 
duties devolving opon us as believers in a glorious doc- 
trine, might have produced a happy effect upon the 
mind of yourservant. But, all things considered, we 
have much to thank God for, and it would be quite 
improper for us to criminate one another, while it re- 
mains so extremely doubtful who is most in the fault. 
The most Ican desire is, that any apparent or real 
inattention on our part, may serve to warn us of future 
danger,and admonish us all of the propriety—yeu the 
necessity, of a constant attention to every duty. 

Again :—You will be liable to err from the path of 
duty, in consequence of listening to the persuasions of 


unprincipled religionists—It has become the policy’of 
the religious world to descend to almost any thing . 

gain proselytes to their discordant systems. Knowing 
that reason and truth are at variance with their creeds, 
they will attempt to allure you from the path of integ- 
tity and uprightness, by setting up their systems as 
worthy of all respect. and pretending that an outward 
acknowledgment of their authority will be the first 
step to popular favour. But in addition to what 1 
have heretofore said on this subject, { would now, ata 
time when I cannot be justly suspected of acting, from 
interested motives—J would now, declare itto be the 
fall conviction of my mind, that even those whoin such 
@ manner would add strength to their cause, would not 
hesitate to dethrone integrity from the heart of man, 
and violate the most sacred obligations of Heaven!— 
And [ hesitate not toaver, that rather than know that 
one ng svi my beothres and friends, were induced to 


tives, I would prefer the painful task of attending your 
funeral obsequies! No; may Almighty God protect 
you from the deceptive allurements of such as “lie in 
” and may heaven forbid that the un- 
welcome intelligence should ever reach my ears, that 
any of you have fallen in loye with a * popular reli- 
gion.” 

My reasons for feeling thus solicitous, and for being 
thus particular in avowing my apprehensions, are 
briefly expressed in. what follows : ° 

In all my experience in the world, I have never 
known an instance, where purity of heart and an in- 
ordinate love of popular applause were to be found in 
any one person atthe same time. Hoenee; to know 
that a believer in the Christian religion is induced to 
deny his faith, with a view to gain some pasticular ob- 
ject,is, with me, an assurunce that he has become an 
enemy to God—en enemy toman—an enemy to him- 
self. af 

I would appeal to the experience of those to whom 
Fspeak, in confirmation of what I have said. ald 
ask ;—where is an instance within the reco! on of 
my hearers, in which it is known that a person, con- 
vinced in his own mind of the universal benevolence of 
God, has departed from the faith out of interested 
motives, without a previous or subsequent okruption 
of heart ? 


age this | do not mean, that it ‘18 ih possible for a per- 
%> alter his mind nd change his opinion upon 


wait to deceive ; 


matters of doctrine without necessarily becoming 
worse ; butI mean that sych is the nature of things, 
that he who will outwardly approbate that which he 
inwardly condemns is unworthy of our confidence or 
respect. 

How ‘shall these evils be avoided? I answer; by 


making sincerity of heart your standard virtue. Ask 
yourselves frequently, whether your words and actions 
are capable of standing the test of an all-knowing God. 
Follow the convictions of your understandings; ahd 
although you may suffer for a season, you will. ulti- 
mately obtain a crown of rejoicing. And let it ever 





be remembered, that those who would allyre yon 
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fromthe path of uprightness, would be the first to des- 

pise your want of sincerity and faithfulness ; and that 
@ even those who would make you hypocrites, would 

become, in process of time, your task-masters. 

Having ,hinted at the evils to which you are more 
or less exposed by your peculiar situation, | cannot re- 
frain from giving you such advice as] think will be 
serviceable to you all. Silver and gold I have not, but 
suchas I have I freely give you. 

It is presumed, that the success and prosperity of 
your Society, will depend much on your future choice 
of a faithful, and independent Pastor. 

Such is the present state of society here, and such 
the circumstances of our ministering brethren, that it 
may be somewhat difficult for you to obtain such mi- 
nisterial aid as will be suited to your condition. But, 
I beg of you all to remember, that God hath chosen 
the weak things ofthis world to confound the mighty ; 
-—and should the scarcity of preachers prevent you 
from obtaining, «t first, the man of your choice, it is 
hoped that others who are at least faithful in the cause 
will be found to-aid you with their labours, and their 
prayers. 

When you have obtained your ministering servant ; 
let me-entreat you to encourage his heart by a prompt 


attention to every duty imposed by dur divine Lord | 


and Master. Few can form an adequate conception 
of the anxieties, and troubles, and perplexities, which 
fall to the lot of the faithful minister of the New Cove- 
nant., Oftentimes, while his brethren ard the’ people 


of his charge are happy in the plenteous blessings of 
indulgent IIeayen, he consumes his substance, and his 
life, over the midnight lamp, seeking for the bread of 
salvation with which to feed the children of God. 

‘The minister of the gospel has a right to expect the 


countenance and support of his people. But when he 
meets with cool indifference, instead of zeal,—with 
neglect, instead of affection, his heart, if it be endowed 
with an ordinary share of sensibility, fails within him, 
and his soul is discouruged. Be entreated then, to 
sustaimyour future minister, if God shall gend you one, 
with your prayers, with your kindness, and, if necessa- 
ry, with such portion of your substance as he may ab- 
solutely need, and you can consistently spare. Re- 
member, that he will have to endure the frowns of a 
misgiving world, and suffer all manner of contumely 
aud reproach ; andthat the co-operation of his friends, 
will be® needful and indispensible encouragement.— 
Be not too ready to believe the malignant aspersions of 
the world when they revile him ; but let this truth be 
impressed upon your minds, that he will be hated, by 
the devotees of errour, in exact proportion to his use- 
fulness. ° 
[To be Continued.] 


UIsOBLLANY. 


From the Christian Intelligencer. 
Bennington, Vi. May 1, 1827. 








Dear sir: 
I fear that one of Dr. Beécher’s Great 
Fires has just passed over our town, and that 








! 


it will leave behind ita scene of ‘ moral deso- 
lation.” I have never subscribed to.the doc- 
trine of universal salvation, but the religion, 
Jesus Christ, pure and undefiled, under what~ 
ever name it may be presented to us, is a reli- 
gion from which we have every thing to hope 
atid nothing to fear. It is however liable to 
be abused ; and when | say that all the senti- 
ments contained in the following Creéd, havé 
been either directly or indirectly advocated in 
conferences and published from our pulpit, and 
that repeatedly, I think you will agree with 
me, that any thing rather than the religion of 
Jesus is preached among us. , 

With a view to contribute my mite towards 
staying the march of bigotry and intolerance, 
and to throw a little shield around morality, I 
send you the following Caeep for publication 
in your paper. Being written expressly for 
this place, it perhaps contains some peculiarié 
ties of expression, which may not be exactly 
understood by the generality of readers, though 
1 think it will not be wholly uninteresting to 
any. K 

Mr.Eptror,—Having made some import- 
ant improvements upon the New Testament 
doctrine of Jesus Christ, I wish you, forthe 
benefit of mankind, to publish 


MY CREED. 


1. [believe that one, and one, and one add- 
ed together, make one ; and that nothing sub- 
stracted from three leaves one. 

2. I believe that the heart of man is totally 
depraved, so much so, that it ic im; a few 
him to do a good action, and that his best mo- 
tive is disinterested malice towards God and 
man. é ’ 

3. I believe that the greater part of mankind 
are elected and appointed by the decrees of 
God to eternal damnation, and-consequently 
that salvation is freely offered to, and may be 


| obtained by,.all. 


' 
; 





4. I believe that our religious and moral du- 
ties consist principally in the observance, of 
the Sabbath, and in attending our meetings, 
in refraining from profane swearing, and from 
all amusements. and that it is well for a man 
to avoid lying, cheating and slandering his 
neighbours—but that these last are non-essen- 
tials. 

5. I believe that the conversion of every 
sinner is a special miracle wrought by God 
upon the heart, and that this accounts fer tho 
fact, that those who are very wicked. before 
conversion, generally remaia so afterwards. 

6. [believe that the purer the morality of 
one who has not been the subject of miracu- 
lous regeneration, the greater is the aggregate 
of his guilt; and the more virtuous his con- 
duct is, the more certain is the evidence 
he is sealed to eternal damnation. 

7. I believe that charity towards those who 
differ from us in belief, is no part of christian 
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duty—but:that it. is the duty of the world to 
be charitable towards us. 

- &.L believe that. the people of God ought 
not to encourage in business, or be instrument- 
al.in.appointing to office, any person who does 
not belong to our church, however just and 
uptight his conduct may-be. This would have 
the effect to bring morality into disre- 
pute, moreover manifest our love tu our 
enemies, as we should thereby make them all 

christians, or at least hypocrites ! 

9. L believe in the infalibility of our faith, 
and that every one who doubts it “has never 
read his Bible, is fighting against God, is a liar, 
and an infidel.” 

- 30. I believe that. hereafter we shall take 
ample vengeance upon unbelievers ; and for 
this purpose, I believe the all-wise and merci- 
ful Creator has so constructed the immortal 


world, that the hallelajahs of the righteous’ 


will be heard in the lowest regions of hell, and 
mingling with the groans of the damned, will 
reverberate upon the ears of the saints giving 
sweetness and intensity to their bliss; whiile 
at the saine time it will increase beyond mea- 
sure the justly deserved horrour and despair of 
the Wretched tenants of the dark abyss. 
Lastly, 1 believe that our doctrine is a doc- 
trine of charity, of love, of reason, of common 
sense, and that it proclaims ‘* peace on earth 
and good will towards men.” 
coe 


THE INFALLIBLE ELIXIR. 

- “Esculaptus; being one day as (curiosity led 
hima rambling) in danger of being benighted, 
inade the best of his way to a-house he saw at 
some distance, where he was hospitably re- 
ceived by the master of it. Cremes, for that 
was the master’s name, though but a young man, 
was infirm and sickly. Of several dishes 
served up to supper, Cremes observed that his 
guest ate of but one, and that the most simple, 
nor could all his entreaties prevail on him to 
doogherwise. He was notwithstanding, highly 
delighted with Esculapius’ conversation, in 
which he observed a cheerfulness and knowl- 
edge superior to any thing he had hitherto met 
with. The next morning Esculapius took his 
leave; but not until-he had engaged his good- 
natured host to pay him a visit at a small villa, 
afew miles from thence, where he informed 
him of his dwelling. Cremes came accord- 
ingly,-and was most kindly received ; but how 
great-was:his amazement, when supper was 
served up, to see naught but milk, honey, and 
a few: roots dressed in the plainest but neatest 
manerto which hunger; cheerfulness, and good 
sense, were'the only sauces. Esculapius seem- 

_ ed:to eat with pleasure, while Cremes scarce 

. Masted of them ; on whicha repast was ordered 

more suitable to our guest's taste. Immedi- 

ately: there succeeded a banquet, composed of 
the most artfa! dishes that luxury could invent, 











with great plenty and variety of the» riehest 

and most intoxicating wines. ‘Those too'were 

accompanied by damsels of bewitching beau- 

ty. It was now Cremes gave loose to his ap- 

petite, and every thing he tasted raised ecsta- 

cies beyond what he had ever known.—Dur- 

ing the repast, the dainsels sung and danced 

to entertain them; their charms enchanted 

the enraptured guest, already flushed -with 

what he had drank; his senses were ‘lost 
in extatic confusion. Every thing around him 

seemed Elysium, and he was on the point of 
indulging the most boundless freedom, when, 

on a sudden, their beauty, which was buta 
vizard, fell off, and discovered forms the most 
hideous and forbidding imaginable. Lust, re- 
venge, folly, murder, misery, poverty and des- 
pair, now appeared in the most odious shapes, 
and the place instantly became a most dire 
scene of wretchedness and confusion.—How 
often did Cremes wish himself far distant from 
such diabolical company ! and he now dreaded 
the fatal consequence which threatened him. 
His blood ran chill at his heart; his knees 
smote each other with fear; and joy and rap- 
ture were converted to amazement and hor- 
rour! When Esculapius perceived it had made 
sufficient impression on his guest, he thus ad- 
dressed him; ‘* Know Cremes, it is Escula- 
pius who has thus entertained you, and what 
you have here beheld is a true image of the 
deceitfulness and misery inseparable from lux- 
ury and intemperance. Would you be happy, 
be temperate. .'‘Temperance is the perent of 
health, virtue, wisdom, and plenty, and every 
thing that can make you happy in this or the 
world to come. It is indeed the true luxury of 
life ; for without it, life cannot be enjoyed.” 
This said, he disappeared, and left Cremes 
(instead of an elegant apartment) in an open 
plain, full of ideas quite different from those 
he had brought with him. On his return home 
from the most luxurious, he became one of the 
most temperate men, by which wise method 
he soon regained his health. Frugality pro- 
duced riches, and from an infirm and crazy 
constitution and almost ruined estate, by vir- 
tue of this infallible elixir, he became one of 
the happiest men breathing, and lived to a 
healthy old age revered as an oracle of wisdom 

throughout all Grecce. 

as 
LONG LIFE. 
He who knows not what it is to labour, knows 
not what it is to enjoy. The felicity of human 


| life depends on the regular prosecution of some 
; laudable purpose or object, which keeps awake 


and enlivens all our powers.. Our happiness 
consists in the pursuit, much more than the 
attainment, of atiy temporal good. Rest is 
agreeable; but. it is only from preceding la- 
bours that rest acquires its true relish. hen 
the mind is suffered to remain in continued 
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inaction all itspowersdecay. It soon languish- 
es.and sickens; and: tle pleasures: which it 
to obtain from rest, become tedious 
and insipid. To this, let that miserable set 
of men bear witness, who afier spending a great 
of their life in active industry, have retired 
to what they fancied was to be a pleasing en- 
joyment of themselves, in “vealthy inactivity 
and profound repose, where they expected to 
find.an Elysium, they have found nothing but 
a dreary and comfortless waste. Their days 
have dragged on with uniform languor; with 
the melancholy remembrance, often returning 
of the cheerful hours they passed, when they 
were engaged in the honest business and la- 
bours of the world. 

To enjoy fife, and see. many days, is the 
universal wish ; and asthe wish is prompted 
by nature, it cannot be in itself unlawful. At 
the same time,. several circumstances concur 
fo temper the eagerness of this wish; and to 
show us that it should always be formed under 
due submission to the wise judgment of Hea- 
ven. Who among us can tell whether, in 
wishing for the continuance of many years on 
earth we may only be wishing for a prolonga- 
tion of distress and misery? You might live, 
my friends, till you had undergone lingering 
roundsof severe pain, from which death would 
have proved a seasonable deliverance. You 
might live till your breasts were pierced with 
many a wound from publick calamities or pri- 
vate sorrow. You might live till you beheld 
the death of all whom you had loved; till you 
survived all those who lave you; till you were 
left as desolate strangers on earth, in the midst 
ofa new race, who neither knew you nor 
cared for you, but who wished you off the 
stage. Ofa natureso ambiguous are all the 
prospects which life sets before us, that in eve- 
ry wish we form relating to them much reason 
we have to be satisfied that our times are in 
the hands of God rather than our own. 

p> 
WOMAN. 

Woman is a very nice and a very compli- 
cated machine. Her springs are infinitely 
delicate ; and differ from those of a man pret- 
ty nearly asthe work of a repeating-watch 
does from thatofa town clock. Look at her 
body ; how delicately formed! Examine her 
senses: how exquisite and nice !—QObserve 
her understanding how subtle and acute !— 
But look into her heart; th is the watch- 
word, composed of parts so minute in them- 
selves, and so wonderfully combined, that 
they must be seen bya microscopic eye to 
be clearly comprehended. 

The perception of a woman is as quick as 
lightning. Her penetration is intuition; I 
had almost said instinct. By a glance of her 
eye she shall draw a de@p and just conclusion 
Ask her how she formed it; she cannot an- 
swer the question, . 





As the perception of a woman is 
qui awe! Bn it 
u ly suscentipie, Few of them ha 1 
cu enough to wri 3 but«when they do, 
how lively af€ their ‘pictures! how animated. 
their descriptions! But if women write, 
they all talk; and every man may judge of 
them in this point, fromevery circleshe goes 
into. Spiritdm conversation depends 
upon fancy; and women all over the world 
talk better than men. Havethey a character 
to portray, or a figure to describe ? they give 
but three traits of one or the other, and the 
character is known, or the figure placed before 
our eyes. Why? From the susceptibility of 
their imaginations their fancies reveive lively 
impressions from those principal traits, and 
they paint those impressions with the same 
vixacity with which they received them: 

Get a woman of fancy warm in conversation, 
she shall produce a hundred charming images, 
among which there shall not be one indelicate 
or coarse. Warm aman on the same subject; 
he shall possibly find stronger allusions, but 
they shall neither be so brilliant nor so.chaste. 

{ Sherlocky 


isingly 
are 


}—____) . 
Wuo’s arraip.—A_ sailor coming a@pOss 
Biockheath one evening, was stopped by a foot- 
pad who demanded his money, when a scufile 
ensued, the tar took the robber, and bore awa: 
with his prize to a justice of the peace at Wi 
wich. When the magistrate came to examine 
into the assault, he told the sailor that he must 
take his oath that the robber had put him i 
bodily fear, otherwise he could not commit 
him. The sailor looking steadfastly at the 
justice, answered, “‘He! put me in bedity 
fear! no, nor any that ever lived; therefore, 
if that is the case, you may let him go, for 
1’l] not swear to such a lie.” 
p__—_—____| 
A great lord anda gentleman walking to- 
gether, there came a boy by leading a calf 
with both his hands. Says the lord to the 
gentleman, ‘ you shall see me make this boy 
let go his calf.” With that he came towards 
him, thinking that the boy would pull off his 
hat, but (fe boy took no notice of him. “"The 
lord seeing that, ‘ sirrah,” says he, “do you 
not know me?” “Yes,” replied the boy; 
‘+ if your lordship will hold my calf, 1 willpall 
off my hat.” ' 


“as et RE 
Dr. Warton—Dr. Baligny, a preacher -of 
great celebrety, on account of the excellence’ 
of his Sermon, after having~ delivered an ‘@x-' 
ceeding good discourse at Winchester Cathe- 
dral, the text of which was “ all wisdom'és 
sorrow ;” received the following extempore, 
but <agaas compliment from Dr. Warton, 

then at Winchester School. 


If what you advance, dear Doctor, be true, 
That wisdom ¢s sorrow, how wretched are you. 











Gen. Brown trriveg 
the 19th ult-in imp althand fine spirits, 
_and was received: wit vila honours and 
great cordiality by his old Triends and ac- 
quaintances. 
- RENE 
The New-Haven, Conn. pap@ts say that the 
farmers in that vicinity have to rejoice at one 
of the most abundant harvests they have 
known for many years. 
7 


We understand, says the Richmond Enqui- | 


“ger, from a source-in ‘which we place reliance, 

that despatches are to go out immediately from 

New-York, in the Erie, commanding Commo- 

dore Porter to leave Key West. ° 
LEE 


Shocking.—A young girl has lately been 
tried in England, for having, in a fit of reli- 
gious insanity, hanged her brother. a child 7 
years old, in hope of sending him to heaven ! 
So much comes from a belief in an endless 
hell. 

oan 

A Snug Fortune.— A German journal says, 
that the late king of Saxony has left the prin- 
cess Augusta, his only unmarried daughter, a 
fortune of 18 millions of dollars, (3 millions 
sterling,) from his own private fortune, 

What a very industrions man the king 
must have been to have earned by honest labour 
so large a fortune for one of his daughters ! ! 


But hundreds of thousands of times have the | 


honest and deserving went supperless to bed, 
that this fortune might be accumulated ; and 
yet the late king of Saxony was among the 


best of the big leeches which Providence. per- | 


mits to fatten upon the sweat and blood of 
mankind. |—ANikes. 


—_—_—_ 


The Hon. Wm. B. Rochester, secretary to | 
the Panama Mission, arrived at Rochester, on | 
the 26th ult. by way of the Mississippi, Ohio | 


and Lake Erie. 


—_| 
Salt.—The Syracuse Gazette states that 
the number of barrels of salt inspected at the 
works in that vicinity during the month of 
July, varies but little from 129,000 bushels — 
The price has been from 6s. Gd. to 6s. 9d. 
The daily quantity of salt now made in the 
town of Salina, is about 7,000 bushels—1,800 
bushels of which is coarse and the remainder 
fine. - 
eres 
The Canadian Spectafor mentions that one 
seventh part of the soil of Upper Canada be- 
longs to the Episcopal clergy, who, however, 
at present minister to only one twentieth part 
of the population. 


EK. " | 
ackett’s Fefapir-on 


[ote 

Mr. Crawford has, it appears, em: ry to a 
former statement, accepted the office of Judge 
+ of the Superior Court of Georgia, and is now 


' Officiating Judge on the Northern Circuit. 
mew 


In the State of Massachusetts, there are 
196 incorporated manufacturing companies, 
principally woolen and cotton, employing a 
capital of near $30,000,000. 

————_——_. _—_—_—___| 
NOTICES, 

The Chenango Association of Universalists, 
will mect at Brooklyn, Pa., on the last Wednes- 
day of the present month, 

The Hudson River Association will meet 
in New York, on the second Wednesday and 
Thursday (13th and L4th) of September 
next. 

The General Convention of the New Eng- 
land States and others, will meet at Saratoga 
Springs, N. Y., on the 3d Wednesday and 
Thursday (19th and 20th) of September next. 


eV 











FOR TUB GOSPEL ADVOCATE. 


“HONOUR THY FATHER AND MOTHER.” 


Behold that helpless infant there, 
Dependent ona parent’s care, 

For health, for comfort, and for food ; 
Unconscious yet of tl, or good. 


How many wants are manifest 
Before those wants can be exprest ; 
How many anxious fears they give, 
Before a parent’s hopes can live. 








Long must their wutehful cares extend, 
And days and years in love attend, 

In sickness and in health provide, 

And every infant action guide. 


Who can such tenderness repay ? 
Or who their fonilest hopes betray ? 
Can thankless children dare to call 
On God, the Parent of us all ? 


Oh, when titir human strength decays, 
Honour your parents’ latter days ; 
So shall your happiness increase, 
They to the grave descend in peace. 


Ohio. 


W. A. 





The Gosre. ApvocaTes, and Iwpartian Investi-: 
GATOR, is published every Saturday, by L.S.Evgretr 
and G. TuTTLE, at $1 50, if paid in advances $2 00, 
if paid within six months; and $2 50, if not paid 
within the year, 

& EVERETT, EDITOR. 


Doubleday & Allen, Printers 











